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Executive Summary  

The Babine Watershed has several land management plans that apply to its landbase. The Babine 

Watershed Monitoring Trust is an organization that monitors the implementation and 

effectiveness of these plans. This report was commissioned by the Babine Watershed Monitoring 

Trust to assist with it s monitoring activities related to recreation.  

Recreation Opportunity Spectrum (ROS) mapping is a method of looking at the landscape to 

dete rmine  what types of recreational experiences are being provided in terms of remoteness, 

naturalness and expected social experience. The landbase is mapped into categories  based on 

these factors . The categories mapped in the Babine Watershed were: Primitive , Semi -primitive 

non -motorized, Semi -prim itive motorized, Roaded natural  and Roaded modified. A map of the 

road network in the area, interviews with people familiar with recreation in the area and past ROS 

mapping we re used in the mapping process.  

Recreati onal features in the Babine watershed include alpine areas, lakes and waterways, with 

some facilities and trails present to service these features. Recreational activities in the 

watershed include: angling, hiking, hunting, camping, snowmobiling, all terra in vehicle travel, 

skiing, rafting, kayaking, jet -boating, botanical forest product harvesting, and wildlife viewing. 

Some of these activities, such as angling, are concentrated mostly on one feature ï the Babine 

River, while other s, such as snowmobiling a re dispersed over much of the watershed.  

Five Recreation Opportunity 

Classes were mapped in the 

Babine Watershed.  Areas 

that are essentially non -

motorized cover 61% of the 

watershed, being in the 

Primitive or Semi -primitive 

non -motorised classes. The 

Roaded modified class covers 

the second largest area in the 

watershed, covering all areas where forest harvesting has occurred. Semi -primitive motorized 

areas are few due to the difficulty of travelling in non - roaded areas with moto rized vehicles, and 

the relatively low levels of motorized use in this remote area.  

Lakes in the watershed occurred in most ROS classes, with eleven lakes being in the Primitive 

class, nine in the Roaded modified class, four  in the Semi -primitive non -motor ized class and one  

in the Semi -primitive motorized class. Most of the Babine River is in the Semi -primitive motorized 

class, due to use by jet - boats.  

Most alpine areas are in the Semi -primitive non -motorized class due to the proximity of roads , 

though sign ificant portions  of the alpine  in the north are in the Primitive class . Some alpine areas 

in the Primitive and Semi -primitive non -motorized classes  will have some motorized use, 

especially from snowmobiles, but their remoteness means motorized usage will b e light  enough to 

justify these non -motorized classes . 

The land management plans covering the Babine Watershed give  direction to implement several  

access control points to protect wilderness values and tourism, and grizzly bears . Some of these 

access contr ol points have not been implemented or are ineffective in controlling access as 

intended. The lack of plan implementation or ineffectiveness of measures in the plan should be 

rectified so that recreational values are not compromised.  

Hectares and % of study area in each Recreation Opportunity 

Spectrum class  

ROS class Area (ha) % of total area 

Primitive 107,535 26.8 

Semi-primitive non-motorized 128,878 32.1 

Semi-primitive motorized   38,984   9.7 

Roaded natural     6,818   1.7 

Roaded modified 119,718 29.8 
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1.0  Introduction  

Recreation opportunity spectrum mapping is a method of mapping the landscape based on the 

type of rec reational experiences that might be obtained by visitors to an area. The mapping is 

based on three factors remoteness, naturalness and expected social experience. These factors are 

each defined by two criteria as follows: remoteness by distance from a road  and size of area; 

naturalness by presence of motorized use and evidence of humans; and social experience by 

solitude/self - reliance and social encounters (Ministry of Forests 1998, Clark and Stankey 1979).  

Recreational activities and facilities will be fo cussed on landscape or biological features that are 

attractive to users, including rivers and creeks (especially areas with high fish numbers), lakes 

(especially those with high fish numbers or an attractive setting), alpine areas and areas with 

good wildl ife densities for hunting. For these reasons, particular attention was paid to these areas 

in this report.  

The Babine Watershed is located 65 km north of Smithers and 30 km north of Hazelton BC, with 

the Babine River being a tributary to the Skeena River.  The Babine River has been subject of 

much interest from regarding land management due to its high value resources, including high 

value steelhead angling, large sockeye salmon run, excellent river rafting and timber resources. 

This project was commissione d by the Babine Watershed Monitoring Trust, as part of its mandate 

to monitor the effectiveness of land management plans for the Babine Watershed.  These 

management plans are focussed on either the Bulkley Timber Supply Area in the east or the 

Kispiox Timbe r Supply Area in the west, each of which cover a portion of the Babine Watershed 

(Figure 7).  
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2.0  Methods  

Mapping was done following methods in Recreation Opportunity Spectrum Inventory Procedures 

and Standards Manual (Ministry of Forests 1998). In the Babine  Watershed area this resulted in 

five ROS classes being mapped: Primitive (P), Semi -primitive non -motorized (SPNM), Semi -

primitive motorized (SPM), Roaded Natural (RN) and Roaded modified (RM). Rural and urban ROS 

classes are not present in the Babine Wate rshed, with the community of Fort Babine not being 

large enough to map as rural.  

People familiar with recreation in the Babine Watershed were contacted and their knowledge of 

recreation in the area recorded. A total of twenty -six individuals (Appendix 1) w ere contacted to 

determine recreational activities and destinations. This information was used to define the 

boundaries of the ROS classes .  

The initial mapping step was to obtain the location of all roads in the Babine Watershed. These 

roads were then buf fered a 1 km and 8 km as the initial step in defining the Primitive (>8 km 

from a road), Semi -primitive (<8 km and >1 km from a road) and Roaded (<1 km from a road) 

recreational classes. The Semi -primitive class was then split into motorized and non -motori zed 

based on information on intensity of motorized recreational activities. Areas that were regularly 

used for motorized recreation were classified as SPM, and areas that were never used or 

occasionally used for motorized recreation were classified SPNM. T he Roaded class was then split 

into Roaded Natural and Roaded Modified based on the presence of forest harvesting, with areas 

with harvesting being classed Roaded Modified and those without harvesting being classed 

Roaded Natural. The resulting polygons we re then given attributes based information gathered 

during the project.  

A list of lakes and alpine areas in the Babine Watershed and recreational usage of them was 

compiled, as these landscape features are often destinations for recreational activities. Th e ROS 

class of these lakes and alpine areas is presented.  

Recreational usage levels were for the most part not estimated, as in these remote areas 

numbers of users are v ery difficult to determine . This is because recreational activities are all 

self -organi zed with no data collection activities. Also, some areas are frequently used by First 

Nations communities as part of their traditional territory. Attempting to separate recreational use 

from this traditional use for a project of this nature is not possible . 
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3.0  Recreational Features  

3.1  Alpine areas  

Alpine areas are often highly valued for their recreational appeal. In the Babine Watershed alpine 

areas include: Atna Range (including Cline, Shedin and Kisgegas peaks), Sicintine Range 

(including Shelagyote and Nilki tkwa peaks), Bait Range, French Peak, Mt. Horetzky, Mt. Thoen, 

Mt. Thomlinson, Mt. Tommy Jack and Shelf Ridge ( Table 1, Figure 1). Most of these alpine areas 

are only partly in the Babine Watershed area a s they are on the perimeter of the watershed area. 

As such, access to them may be from locations outside of the Babine Watershed. The alpine areas 

in the Babine Watershed are used for a variety of recreational pursuits, including hiking, skiing, 

snowmobili ng, hunting and camping. All alpine areas with mountain goats are likely to see some 

hunting use.  

Table 1. List of alpine areas in the Babine Watershed area 

Area Access
1
 Recreational usage ROS class 

Atna Range Access via Shenismike 

FSR then old firefighting 

trail from end of road 

Used for hiking, snowmobiling, 

skiing and ATVing, who go to cabin, 

then go to the alpine to Goathead 

Pass and Goathead Mountain. 

Presence of cabin as destination 

makes the immediate area SPM. 

Mostly P but 

some SPNM and 

SPM 

Bait Range From forestry roads 

immediately north of 

Charleston Creek and 

from Kotsine Pass. 

Occasional use for snowmobiling, 

skiing, hunting and hiking. ATV 

tracks reported to be present in the 

alpine, but no information on use 

obtained. Some use by guide-

outfitter. 

SPNM 

Bait Range North None Some use by guide-outfitter SPNM 

Bait Range 

Southwest 

None Some use by guide-outfitter SPNM 

French Peak Hiking trail from branch 

road of Nilkitkwa FSR at 

48km. Snowmobilers use 

old mining road near 

hiking trail for access. 

Moderate levels of usage for hiking, 

hunting and snowmobiling 

SPM 

Kotsine Mountain From Kotsine Pass area Some use by guide-outfitter SPNM 

Mt. Horetzky Nearby forestry roads None known SPNM 

Mt. Thoen Trail from Nichyeskwa 

North FSR 

Some usage for hiking, hunting and 

snowmobiling 

SPM 

Mt. Thomlinson Several access points from 

Skeena River side of the 

mountain 

Some usage for hiking, hunting, 

skiing, snowmobiling and ATVing, 

but mostly on Skeena River side of 

mountain. 

SPNM 

Mt. Tommy Jack Access via Damsumlo 

FSR. Road has not been 

maintained recently so is 

very rough. 

Some use for hunting, hiking, 

ATVing, snowmobiling and skiing. 

Usage likely very low. 

SPNM 

Shelf Ridge Access via Shenismike 

FSR 

Usage likely very low, no known 

trails 

Mostly P but 

some SPNM 

Sicintine Range None Some use by guide-outfitter for 

hunting and recreational trips, and 

occasional use for skiing. 

Mostly P but 

some SPNM 

1 - air access is not considered 
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Figure 1. Location of recreational facilities and features 


